










S t r e s z c z e n i e
Projektowanie	wielkoskalowych	centrów	i	pawilonów	targowych	ma	swoją	własną	specyfikę	–	„techno-
logie”	powiązań	 funkcjonalnych	 i	 uwarunkowania	konstrukcyjne,	 związane	 ze	 znacznymi	 rozpiętościa-
mi	 stosowanych	przekryć.	Po	 latach,	 jakie	minęły	od	pierwszych	własnych	doświadczeń	projektowych	
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A b s t r a c t
Designing	 large-scale	 shopping	 centres	 and	 exhibition	 pavilions	 is	 governed	 by	 its	 specificity:	 the	




and	 the	 city’s	historical	 commercial	 space.	After	17	years	 since	 the	opening	of	new	exhibition	halls	 in	
Leipzig,	 one	 can	now	attempt	 to	 assess	 their	 functionality	 and	 innovation	of	 construction	 and	material	
solutions.	a	comparison	of	these	structures	with	the	architecture	of	other	pavilions	designed	for	historical	
and	 contemporary	 exhibitions	 worldwide	 demonstrates	 the	 advantage	 of	 simplicity,	 construction	 and	
versatility	of	forms	over	the	exuberant	ambitions	of	the	“one	exhibition”	architecture’s	creators.	
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* Prof.	 Ph.D.	 D.Sc.	Arch.	 Jan	 Kurek,	 Institute	 of	 the	 Builder′s	 Designing,	 Cracow	 University	 of	
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1 The	 author	 participated	 in	 a	 national	 architectural	 competition	 for	 the	 design	 of	 a	 new	 centre	 of	
Poznan	International	Fair	in	Poznan–Strzeszyn	in	1978.
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Commercial	 function	 was	 usually	 served	 by	 marketplaces,	 forums4,	 roofed	 shopping	
galleries	bringing	together	a	variety	of	shops	and	shopping	arcades5.	The	Milanese	gallery6 









2. Permanent fairs and exhibitions areas
Regardless	of	the	method	of	payment	for	the	goods,	there	was	always	the	need	for	the	
functioning	of	well-known	places	where	the	presentation	of	the	goods	offered	for	sale	could	


















are	 simply	essential	 for	 the	proper	 functioning	of	 society	 in	different	cultural	 formations.	



























































































of	 the	war	most	of	 the	halls	and	rooms	of	 the	fair	had	been	destroyed;	however,	 the	fairs	
in	Leipzig	gradually	regained	their	former	rank,	 transforming	themselves	 into	 the	Leipzig	
Messe	GmbH	(Ltd.)	in	1990.
In	1996,	a	new	fairground	on	the	north-eastern	outskirts	of	the	town	was	opened	at	the	
former	Leipzig-Mockau	airport.	The	exhibition	grounds	now	belong	 to	 some	of	 the	most	
modern	exhibition	complexes	in	the	world.	
The	 international	Fair	 and	Congress	Centre	 in	Leipzig	 is	 characterized	by	 spatial	 and	
functional	clarity	and	harmony	between	construction	(steel,	glass)	and	nature.	The	winning	






























































also	possible	 to	use	 reinforced	concrete	structures,	 their	use	 in	 the	architecture	of	usually	
temporary	exhibition	halls	is	sporadic.	The	problem	of	construction	and	materials	used	in	the	
halls	of	exhibition	pavilions	is	undoubtedly	worth	a	separate	study.
Comparison	 of	 the	 aforementioned	 design	 “visions”	with	 the	 logic	 and	 clarity	 of	 the	
Leipzig	Hall	 concept,	 demonstrates	 (in	 the	 author’s	 opinion)	 the	 advantage	 of	 simplicity,	
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